September 1, 2019

https://www.mgsofbaltimore.org

From El Presidente:
I would like to thank Duff & Barbara Fowler for once again hosting the Annual MGOB Summer
Party. They have a fantastic home and their pool was enjoyed by many of the attendees. As
usual, the club supplied burgers, hotdogs and drinks and the members brought other goodies
and desserts. Thanks also to Larry Heaps for manning the grill. Barb & Duff enjoy hosting this
event and have volunteered to host it again next year.
Speaking of MGOB parties, Richard & Carole Jefferson have agreed to host the Annual “After
the Holidays” party in January at their home in New Freedom, PA. The date still needs to be
decided, but it is typically the first Saturday after New Year’s Day. Steve & Tina Sharpe have
agreed to host the 23rd Annual “Chilly Run” in February at their new home in Westminster, MD.
The date for this event still needs to be chosen, but it is typically held on a Sunday near
Valentine’s Day with a snow date in case of bad weather. Look for more information on these
events in future issues of the Octagram.
The 40th Annual “MGs On the Rocks” British Car Show will be here in less than a month, it’s
hard to believe that this event has taken place at the same location for this long. Rocks, has to
be one of the longest running British car shows to still be at their original location. As usual, we
can used volunteers to help keep this show one of the best in the Mid-Atlantic area, if you would
like to lend a hand, please contact Jack Long our show chairman at unionjackparts@gmail.com
We always need help getting cars parked on the show field and with spectator parking. See you
at Rocks on Saturday, September 28th. We also have some other events coming up in
September and October and they are:
The British Car Club of Delaware’s Fall Show at a new location: Bellanca Air Field, Route 273 &
Centerpoint Blvd. Old New Castle, DE 19720 Saturday, September 14th
Philly MG Club’s - Brits at The Village 2019 Saturday, October 12th, 2019 - Peddlers Village in
Lahaska, PA - For More info http://www.phillymgclub.com/index.php/brits-at-the-village
MG Car Club Washington D.C. Centre’s 24th Annual Hunt Country Classic British Car Show –
Sunday, October 13 – Field opens at 9:00 a.m. For Registration & more info https://
www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html
TRAC’s Fall Foliage Poker Run – Saturday, October 19th Registration Starts at 10:00 a.m.
Open to ALL Cars - Cash Prizes – Starting point is Shawan Plaza ( York & Shawan Rds) For
More Info & To Register https://www.tracltd.org/poker-run.html
Safety Fast!
Richard
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OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS
PRESIDENT - ı RICHARD LIDDICK 410-817-6862

RGL2MGBGT@AOL.COM

1ST Vice Pres

Ken Olszewski

410-893 - 1661 KENMGOB@comcast.net

2ND Vice Pres

Mike Lutz

410-592-8610

MGTLUTZ#comcast.net

Treasurer

Randy Kegg

410-692-3733

RANDALL_KEGG@msn.com

Secretary

Tracy Trobridge 410-489-7474

tracy21794@jahoo.com

Newsletter

Roger Marshall 410-747-3586

S10Blazer@aol.com

Membership

Kathy Liddick 410-817-6862

themgbabe@comcast.net

Rally Master

Eric Salminen 443-463-3071

mgobrallymaster@gmail.com

MGs on the Rocks Jack Long

202-746-8252

unionjackparts@gmail.com

Tool Meister

Randy Egg

410-692-3733

Randall_Kegg@msn.com

Web Master

Richard Liddick 410-816-6862

RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

note change for Jack Long’s phone number above.

RANDY’S TECH SESSION

August’s session dealt with
clutch parts and hydraulics.

NEW MEMBERS
Til & Randi Shamer - 1979 MGB
& 1974 MGBGT - V6 Conversion
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2019 Open House and Free Car
Show
Host: Vintage RestorationsLtd 410-775-0500
Saturday Sept 14 from 10 AM to 3 PM
Vintage Restorations Ltd
52 North Main Street
Union Bridge, MD 21791
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New Generation MGers? The Octagon, Northern California Center of the M.G. Car Club
The question of 'younger people' is one I know that other clubs have
struggled with and not yet found an answer for. Longstanding events are
coming under threat as the supply of volunteers is running out and one
club in particular has had to put its subs up enormously with a view to
having to pay contractors to deliver events they used to self-manage.
We should worry that the cars we love so much will find themselves
homeless at some not too distant point: not just because we fondly hope
they have some financial value but because they have given us and
several generations before us so much pleasure, it seems a shame we
can't pass the baton.
I recently spoke to some friends of my kids (ages 23 and 25) about this
and was told some pretty serious things - most of which will presumably
not be surprising:
1. Younger people are much less interested in cars per se: they want to
live in cities and cars aren't easy to use there these days. They and their
friends no longer recognize car brands.
2. Younger people don't feel very flush or confident about the future or
their prospects and they like to spend what money they have on
experiences (travel, etc.) rather than 'things', which they can see as
encumbrances and liabilities.
3. They are much less likely than I was at their age to have any inkling of
mechanical knowledge. They just aren't used to owning things that you
can fix! At the same time our repair industry has become a restoration
industry with £50 an hour charges and no longer the prospect of long
educational chats on the phone with generous-minded engineering types.
4. They see us as a very monochrome bunch: older, male, a bit fixated. (!)
They are more into 'mixing' and used to doing things with partners, mates,
or their own kids.
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5. They have no aspirational role models from our world and we have no
exposure in their media. Classic MGs are passing from 'dad thing' to
‘grand-dad thing.’ There may be no way back!
6. We tend to do things they don't like doing: navigation rallies, car park
conversations are not their bag. (Although racing, trials and driving tests
maybe could be of interest?)
7. Much more seriously, I think than any of the above - most of them
have never been in let alone driven a classic sports car. This really
resonates for me. My kids loved ‘pootling’ around in the old motors in
fields when they were youngsters. The window to get your youngsters on
the road in classic cars is probably 17-22 or so.
It strikes me that some of these could be addressed by a concerted effort
(at a bigger level than any one club?) and might be worth talking about.

Ed. note
Several opinions followed this article. All but one were from other
countries but this one is from the US.
I am pessimistic regarding this subject. I bought my first sports car when I was 25,
a worn 1960 Alfa Romeo Giulietta Spider. In my 30s bought an MG TD. All three
of my sons have grown up in a household very involved with MGs, particularly T
types. Yet the oldest has no interest as an adult in old cars. The middle son is
interested and has acquired with me three MG cars. But he has no interest in club
activities. I am a Director in the New England MG T Register, yet he will not
partake in our GOFs.
My youngest son is financially successful, but hasn't owned any cars for the last
10 years. Now he has recently bought a "hobby car," to my surprise, a 1960 Alfa
Romeo Giulietta Spider. Go figure? So even with an interest by two sons in
classic sport cars, none are interested in any form of club activities.
All that is being discussed on this thread is constantly discussed at Board
Meetings of the NEMGT Register. No solution found yet.
Mike Leckstein, USA
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BRITISH CAR CLUB
DELAWARE
BRITS AT FRIENDS OF BELLANCA AIRFIELD
SEPTEMBER 14, 2019
•10AM-3PM, field opens at 9:30AM
•$20 pre-registered by 9/8/201 , $25 day of

•Located

•Awards at 2:30

•Dash plaque to first 75 entrants

•More
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nformation
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20

•Awards

5
0
by popular choice.

5

•Open to all years, makes, models British
autos and motorbikes.

•

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO BCCD To: Bri i h Car C
Sharon a inow i
ood and A en e
i min

De aware Se
on DE

em er Car Show C O

NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________
CITY:____________________________________________________ STATE:______ ZIP:______________
PHONE:__________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________________________
MARQUE:_______________________MODEL:___________________________ YEAR:______________
Waiver of liability:

20
No refunds. No rain date.

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________
Date:_____________________________________________________________________________________
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COVERED BRIDGE TOUR PLANNED
The MG's Of Baltimore is planning to conduct a covered bridge
tour of Lancaster county. All are welcome. Please pass this on to
the TRAC club, as well. The event will begin in front of Duff
Fowler's house, (site of our most recent summer party), on
Sunday, September 15th. The rain date will be Saturday,
September 21.
We will meet at Duff's house at 9:15 am, leaving promptly at
9:30 am. The route takes us up Route 1 near Oxford, PA. There
will be five bridges on the back roads tour, and we end up in
Strasburg, PA around Noon. Lunch will be at Issac's, and then
you have the entire afternoon to visit nearby museums, go to the
outlets, etc. I have already run the route once, and I can tell you
that you will see plenty of Amish farms that day. It really is a back
roads tour.
If it is raining on September 15th, we will postpone to the next
weekend and do the tour on September 21.
Starting point: Duff Fowler's house, 913 St. Anne Drive, Street
MD. 9:15 am Sunday, Sept. 15.
End point Strasburg, PA
I'll have written route instructions for everyone.
Randy
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
2nd MGOB MEETING
9th Vintage Restorations Open House
14th British Car Club of Del. fall show - see app.
14th 2019 Open House & Car Show. Vintage Resto.
15th Stuffing Party for Rocks - at Tracy’s.
15th Covered Bridge Tour - rain date 21st
28 th MGOB 40th MGs On The Rocks

OCTOBER
1st MGOB MEETING
4th 5th 38th annual British Car Festival in Waynesboro, VA
12th Brits at the Village - see flier
13TH Hunt Country Classic- see flier or
https://www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html
18 - 20 DC British Reliability Run. www.dcbritish reliability.org
19thTRAC foliage tour

DECEMBER
8TH Baltimore Mayor’s Christmas Parade
TBD after the holidays MGOB party @ Jeffersons. TBA.
Jan
Feb

TBA Chili Run - Sharps in Westminster, MD
https://www.mgsofbaltimore.org

MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM

Page 13

DISCLAIMER
The OCTAGRAM is published monthly by the MGs of Baltimore car club.
Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Club, Club
officers, or the newsletter staff. Technical information is believed to be
accurate. However, any repairs or mechanical advice is attempted at the
readers own risk. The Club, officers, or staff will not be responsible for any
misinterpreted or incorrect technical information.
Articles appearing herein may be used by other other car clubs or
organization in their own newsletters,providing appropriate credit and
recognition of the source is given.*

MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM

The MGs of Baltimore, Ltd. Car club was
established in 1977. The club represents over
150 members in the Metro Baltimore area. As
the name implies, the club centers its activities
around the preservation and enjoyment of the
cars that bear the classic MG marque. The club is
affiliated with the following national organizations:
The North American MGA Register, The North
American MGB Register, and The American MGB
association. Internationally, the club is affiliated
with the MG Car Club and The MG Owners Club.
The clubs activities include sponsorship of the
nationally known “MGs on the Rocks” car show, a
series of challenging (and FUN) historic car
rallies, as well as numerous fun gatherings all
through the year.
The club membership meets at 7:30 PM the first
Tuesday of every month at Johnny Dee’s Lounge.
Johnny Dee’s is located at 1705 Amuskai Rd;
Baltimore, Md, just off of Loch Raven Blvd at
Joan Ave. From I-695 Take the Loch Raven Blvd.
Exit south. Go about 1 mile, turn left onto Joan
Ave. Park in the upper lot. For more info go to
their website at www.JohnnyDeesLounge.com
Come early and have diner. We start arriving
between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m.
The meetings are about sharing experiences,
taking care of club business and normally include
a monthly tech session provided by our MG
“technical guru” Randy Kegg.
More than just MGs
Many members of MGOB are owners of the other
classic British marques and all are welcomed to
join the club.
The Octogram, the club’s newsletter is published
monthly by the MG’s of Baltimore Car Club.

Page 14

