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From El Presidente:
A lot has happen in the past month, we loss long time member Len Picton. Len had been a
member since the early 90’s, he served as MGOB’s Rallye Master for many years, leading groups
of members to the Roadster Factory Summer Party to run the TSD events. He was in charge of
laying out and running our Annual “Get the Dust-Off” event, now in its 30th year. Oh, don’t
forget the Mason-Dixon Challenge Rallye which took place between us and LANCO for a few
years. He setup and manned the TSD Rallye at MG 98, he shared his rallye skills to novices and
pros at his “Rallye School”. I can still see us sitting around the campfire, when I say us, I mean
people like Wayne & Linda Norman, Chip & Ashley, Brian & Denise Krause, the Jefferson’s, Bill
Henry, Michael Egliskis, Joe Clark, Bob Bates, Kenski, Alex Ollerman, Kurt just to name a few of
the many MGOB members that got to hear him tell “Black Bart” stories that took at least 20
minutes before he got to the punchline.
As most of you know, Len has been dealing with the effects of ALS for at least the last 10 years.
He did this bravely as far as, most of us could tell. He held his own wake a few years back so his
friends could say good bye. I never found him down or depressed, but I am sure this has been
tough for him and Lee and don’t forget Jason.
Len’s body was donated to science and Lee said they may do something in the future in the way
of service, she’ll let us know, but the wake has already been held. If I hear anything I’ll share
via the Octagram and our Facebook Page. To see Len talk rallying checkout his YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhhSBXAv9po&t=605s R.I.P Buddy.
On a lighter note, while MGOB’s presence at MG 2019 wasn’t great, we still managed to take
home some gold and even bronze from Traverse City. Alex Ollerman and Paul Handley each got
first in their class and Vicki Egliskis won third for crafts. For those of you that missed MG 2019,
there’s always next year’s event, MG 2020 is Calgary, Alberta, Canada. More information to
follow.
Finally, there are many events coming up, so checkout our events calendar, both here and on
our website at www.mgsofbaltimore.org for a list and mark your calendars for:
THE ANNUAL MGOB SUMMER PARTY
Sunday, August 11th, 2019
Hosted by: Barbara & Duff Fowler 913 Saint Anne Dr. Street, MD 21154
RSVP@ 410-399-0070 & bkf88@aol.com
Bring a dish and your swimsuit.
Safety Fast! Richard
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note change for Jack Long’s phone number above.

TECH SESSION
Randy’s tech session at the June
meeting was about generators and
alternators, changing polarity from
positive ground to negative ground,
and parts availability.

New Members
Welcome back - Roger Stemier, MGTC

MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM

Page 2

Electrical Theory
By Joseph Lucas
Positive ground depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of
negative ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation known as “smoke”.
Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work. We know this to be true because
every time one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be
verified repeatedly through empirical testing.
For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious
quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In addition, if
one observes smoke escaping from an electrical component such as a Lucas voltage
regulator, it will also be observed that the component no longer functions. The logic is
elementary and inescapable!
The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to another.
When the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the system, nothing works
afterward.
Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely
because they consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring very unsightly large wires.
It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to
electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point out
that this is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak. British engines leak oil,
British shock absorbers, hydraulic forks and disk brake systems leak fluid, British tires
leak air and British Intelligence leaks national defense secrets.
Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the
logic is clear and inescapable.
In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form of smoke
provides a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components especially British
units manufactured by Joseph Lucas, Ltd.
And remember: “A gentleman does not motor about after dark.” Joseph Lucas “The
Prince of Darkness” 1842-1903
The Square Rigger - summer 2019.
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from the Texas MG Registry

Tech Tips... from John Flannery
Sticking Clutch? Have a sticking clutch? One that does not release quite right when you
let off the clutch pedal? A very simple thing to consider before trying to remove the trans
to figure out what is hanging up is the rubber hydraulic brake line between the master
and slave.
Those hoses are built up of materials like cloth and rubber in layers. If the hydraulic hose
interior layer gets a leak in it, say from allowing the slave cylinder to dangle from it, or
just old age, fluid can get between the lamination’s. Or the inner lamination can rib and
act as a ?fap or check valve.
When you press your clutch pedal, fluid pressure between the lamination’s increases,
sometimes causing the walls of the hose to swell up like a balloon on the lid of the hose
and collapse the inner walls of the hose upon themselves. This is not obvious externally,
it is the inner walls of the hose with the failure.
In order for the fluid to leave the slave cylinder and return to the master cylinder when
you release the clutch, the fluid pressure between the lamination’s must be relieved
through the tear (or pinhole) first in order for the id of the hose to reopen and relieve the
pressure in the slave cylinder.
The specific nature of the failure varies from case to case. Larger perforation? Quicker
release. Pinhole sized leak? Feels like it takes forever for the clutch to fully release.
Generally, as that line restricts, you should also notice a corresponding increase in
pressure at the clutch pedal. This causes it to be difficult for fluid to ?low in either
direction.
I’ve seen this with brake hoses too. It can cause a caliper to remain engaged and burn up
your new brakes and rotors. (eChatter; 3-11)
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The Shenandoah Valley British Car Club is having its 38th annual British Car
Festival in Waynesboro, VA. October 4 and 5. It will be held in the Riverview
Park, which is just minutes away from the Blue Ridge Parkway and Skyline
Drive.
There will be a reception Friday night from 6pm to 9pm. The show field will
open at 9am Saturday morning, with door prizes and class trophies awarded at
3pm. Last year we had about 130 cars. All British cars and motorcycles are
welcome, as well as some other marques with British connections.
Here’s the link to the festival web page. It has information on
accommodations, directions, categories, and registration, as well as photos
from past shows.
http://www.svbcc.net/carshow.html

MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM

Page 7

MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM

Page 8

Saturday, August 3rd 2019
(Rain or shine)

CAR SHOW PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
Name: _______________________________ Email: _______________________
Address: _______________________________ Club Affiliation: ______________
City: ____________________ State: __________ Zip Code: _________________
Car: _______________ Model: _______________ Year: _____ Color: __________
(Need trailer parking space? Yes ___ No ___)
Pre-registration fee by July 21st : $15.00 - Make checks payable to: DVC
(July 22nd on: $20.00)

TOTAL Amount Enclosed $________
Free X-Large or Large T-Shirts to first 40 Paid Pre-registrants: Size Requested: XL__ L__

Send checks to: Nancy Yaskowski, DVC Treasurer, 517 Quarry Road, Spring City, PA 19475
Additional information: www.DVCMG.com or call Paul Phillips 610-792-1158
Release: Neither my heirs nor I will hold the Delaware Valley Classic MG Chapter, any of its members, or show staff liable for any personal
injuries or damages sustained by me, my party, or my car while traveling to and from this event, and while participating in this event.

Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ____________________
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Facts you can count on... SVMGCC Publication
Number 9
Death is the 1 killer in the world.
Number 8
Life is sexually transmitted.
Number 7
Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die.
Number 6
Men have two emotions: hungry and horny, and they can't tell them apart. If you
see a gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich.
Number 5
Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use the
Internet and they won't bother you for weeks, months, or maybe even years.
Number 4
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital, dying of
nothing.
Number 3
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism.
Number 2
In the 60's, people took acid to make the world weird. Now the world is weird,
and people take Prozac to make it normal.
Number 1
Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today might burn your butt
tomorrow.
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CALENDAR
JULY

2nd MGOB MEETING

AUGUST

3rd 15th Annual Pennypacker Mills British Car show
http://www.dvcmg.com/events/car-show-info/

6TH MGOB MEETING

11th MGOB summer party at Duff’s
18 A Taste of Britain - see flier
SEPTEMBER

2nd MGOB MEETING
28 th MGOB 40th MGs On The Rocks
OCTOBER

1st MGOB MEETING
4th 5th 38th annual British Car Festival in Waynesboro, VA
13TH Hunt Country Classic
https://www.mgcarclubdc.com/hcc/hcc_main.html
19th TRAC foliage tour

https://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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DISCLAIMER
The OCTAGRAM is published monthly by the MGs of Baltimore car club.
Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Club, Club
officers, or the newsletter staff. Technical information is believed to be
accurate. However, any repairs or mechanical advice is attempted at the
readers own risk. The Club, officers, or staff will not be responsible for any
misinterpreted or incorrect technical information.
Articles appearing herein may be used by other other car clubs or
organization in their own newsletters,providing appropriate credit and
recognition of the source is given.*
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The MGs of Baltimore, Ltd. Car club was
established in 1977. The club represents over
150 members in the Metro Baltimore area. As
the name implies, the club centers its activities
around the preservation and enjoyment of the
cars that bear the classic MG marque. The club is
affiliated with the following national organizations:
The North American MGA Register, The North
American MGB Register, and The American MGB
association. Internationally, the club is affiliated
with the MG Car Club and The MG Owners Club.
The clubs activities include sponsorship of the
nationally known “MGs on the Rocks” car show, a
series of challenging (and FUN) historic car
rallies, as well as numerous fun gatherings all
through the year.
The club membership meets at 7:30 PM the first
Tuesday of every month at Johnny Dee’s Lounge.
Johnny Dee’s is located at 1705 Amuskai Rd;
Baltimore, Md, just off of Loch Raven Blvd at
Joan Ave. From I-695 Take the Loch Raven Blvd.
Exit south. Go about 1 mile, turn left onto Joan
Ave. Park in the upper lot. For more info go to
their website at www.JohnnyDeesLounge.com
Come early and have diner. We start arriving
between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m.
The meetings are about sharing experiences,
taking care of club business and normally include
a monthly tech session provided by our MG
“technical guru” Randy Kegg.
More than just MGs
Many members of MGOB are owners of the other
classic British marques and all are welcomed to
join the club.
The Octogram, the club’s newsletter is published
monthly by the MG’s of Baltimore Car Club.
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