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September 1, 2018

IT’S ROCKS TIME AGAIN
NO, not that kind of rocks!

It’s MGs on the Rocks time again.  A 
large British car show at Rocks 
State Park.  Our usual car count 
ranges around 250 cars or so,  cars 
and parts for sale,  and an unusual 
yard sale.  See you  September 29

So get your British car and join us for a fun day
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From El Presidente: 

I want to start off by thanking Duff & Barbara Fowler for hosting our annual MGOB Summer Party. 
While the weather was iffy, the rain did hold off and the pool got used and there were lots of 
good things to eat and drink. We had about 25 members in attendance, which was down 
somewhat from previous years, but it’s always tough in mid-August to hold a party when people 
also have vacation plans. 

The 39th Annual “MGs On the Rocks” British Car Show is will be held on Saturday, September 29th, 
volunteers are needed to park cars on the show field and in the spectator lot, to count ballots 
and help Tracy at registration. Please contact the show’s Chairman, Jack Long at 410-420-1385 or 
e-mail him at Jack.Long@iem.com if you can help us with one of the best MG/British Car Shows 
in the Mid-Atlantic region. 

MG 2018 – Wrap up. The MGs of Baltimore is about to close the books on this event, once again I 
want to thank all of those that helped make this event such a big success. The event realized a 
profit of $17,509.91 of which MGOB will get $8,754.95, the North American MGB Register will get 
$4,377.48 and our designated charity (Harford County 4-H Clubs) will get $4,377.48. We will be 
presenting this to them at the 39th Annual “MGs On the Rocks”.  

Moving on, at the August 7th MGOB meeting a motion was made, seconded and passed that would 
have given free yearly membership to the club’s officers, while this was a very nice recognition 
of the work that the officers do for the benefit of the club. It was a complete surprise to the 
officers and had I known about it in advance I would have asked that it not be put on the floor. 
The officers, including myself, Tracy Trobridge, Randy Kegg, Mike Lutz & Kenny Olszewski have 
decided that we will not accept it and will continue to pay our dues.  We do want to thank all of 
those that voted in favor of the motion and for recognizing that we donate our time and more for 
the club and the promotion of the MG marque. It’s a labor of love. 

In closing I’d like to remind you that in addition to our show there are some other events coming 
up in September and October, the British Car Club of Delaware’s Annual “Brit by the River” Car 
Show on September 15th in Delaware City and Vintage Restorations “Open House” and Car Show in 
Union Bridge, MD. On Sunday October 7th the MG Car Club Washington DC Centre will have their 
Annual “Hunt Country Classic” British Car Show in Marshall, VA. The Philadelphia MG Club will be 
hosting the 22nd Annual “Brits at The Village” Car Show on Saturday, October 13th at Lahaska, PA 
and TRAC will be having their Fall Poker Run on Saturday, October 20th featuring cash prizes 
starting at the Hunt Valley Mall.  For more information on these events, checkout the fliers in 
this issue of the Octagram. 

Safety Fast! 

Richard

mailto:Jack.Long@iem.com
mailto:Jack.Long@iem.com
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From the Kansas City MGCC

(The following article is reprinted with permission from the July issue of the Capital Triumph 
Register, Ltd. newsletter.) 

I have long wondered about the advice to use only “British” fuses and not “American” 
fuses in my TR6. The given explanation is usually vaguely worded as “because they’re 
rated differently.” Not a common-sense explanation to my ear. Poking around on the 
internet - the source of all knowledge — I found two articles that finally cleared up the 
confusion (one “British vs American Fuses” by Randall Young, October 17, 2005 located 
at http://tr6.danielsonfamily.org/ 

ForumImages /FuseComparison.pdf and two “Automotive Electrical Fuses -- British Vs 
American” from the August 2012 issue of Spokes, the Official Publication of the MG Car 
Club Western New York Centre) http:/ www.mgtoronto. com/pdf/ Tech/fuses.pdf). 

The difference between the two fuses is not the actual-amp rating value but the description 
of the value. First a bit of fuse terminology: Lucas fuses have three ratings; the continuous 
current they are designed to carry, the instantaneous current at which they will fuse, and 
the continuous current at which they will also fuse. The figure found on Lucas fuses is the 
continuous fusing current which is twice the continuous ampere rating that the system 
should be using. We commonly call American fuses “BUSS” but there are other  
manufacturers. Bussman (makers of BUSS fuses) defines fuses as either “fast acting” or 
“time delay.” The BUSS fuses we use are fast acting but are rated at the designed 
continuous current value. 

Thus, putting in a 35-amp BUSS fuse in place of the 35-amp Lucas fuse in the TR6 is an 
invitation for a fire or severe damage to the protected component. To illustrate how this 
can be a dangerous source of confusion, a 35-amp Lucas fuse in the TR6 was failing 
because of chafed license plate lamp wiring in a dead short to the body. An incorrect 
BUSS fuse of 35 amps would have significantly increased the potential for disaster 
because the continuous fusing value would have been in neighborhood of 70 amps! 

I looked at the Lucas fuses in the TR6. They’re all marked at the 35-amp blow value, but 
you may find a Lucas fuse with two ratings - in my example, it would be marked 17 
continuous/35 blow or simply 17/35. At any rate, the 17-amp rating would be the match 
value for the BUSS fuse.    continued on next page
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To further confuse the issue, BUSS(or other manufacturers) have two types of automotive 
glass fuses: 
SFE (Society of Fuse Engineers)1 fuses are "Automotive" and rated to interrupt only 32 
volts and come in various lengths depending on their current rating. SFE 20 is the only one 
fitting the Lucas fuse holder. SFE fuses will blow faster than the equivalent AGC fuse thus 
providing better protection to your car. 

AG (All Glass)1 fuses are “General Purpose” and are rated at 32 volts to 35-amps. AGC 
fuses are approximately the same length as British fuses and will fit in the Lucas fuse 
holder. 

The MG Car Club Western New York Center article provided a useful table which I’ve 
updated as I found more information: 

*No direct equivalent is available, but AGC fuses are available on either side at 15 or 20 
amps. Note 1: There are no SFE equivalents fitting the Lucas fuse holder except SFE 20 at 
20 amps. 

Note 2: Lucas fuse holders take a fuse 1⁄4 inch in diameter by 1 5/32 inch in length. AGC 
and SFE 20 fuses are 1⁄4 inch in diameter and 1 1⁄4 inches long. 

As a rule of thumb, any BUSS fuse should be half the value of the Lucas fuse.  
Final thought: To paraphrase similar statements made by both articles: we’re better off 
buying the appropriate Lucas fuse.
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MY FIRST MG 
By, Joe Clark  MGOB member 

My first MG was an MGA Coupe.  Everyone thought it was a twin cam but it was just a 
standard MGA engine.   What prompted me to write this was a GEICO add on TV that 
showed a motor cycle with white wall tires and that is what I put on my MGA, or a least 
my brother put on the car, but you must keep in mind white wall motor cycle tires are 
different then auto white wall tires, they are white walls on both sides of the tire.   As you 
can imagine the was not much room to keep the inside white walls clean so they just 
continued to get dirty.  There was not much room in the car and that I believe is why my 
parents let me buy it.  “Just think about that.”   

Getting back to the car.  You did have roll up windows which were nice to have and 
because the car was small inside the heater worked very well and it had locking doors.  But 
it did not go well in the snow which is a complete different story which someday I might 
tell.  I was young and did some craze things the two that I remember best was when I 
pulled out of Hillen Road on to Lock Raven Boulevard fast, not knowing there was a 
police car behind me and he pulled me over to give me a ticket.  I was able to stop my MG 
before he could stop his car, which I pointed out to him and he just gave me a warning 
ticket.    

My second memory took place in Glen Arm at the corner of Glen Arm Road and Long 
Green Pike and a Mustang came up behind me racing his engine so I assumed he was 
challenging me to a race so I did what any teen age boy would do I took on the challenge 
and this section of road had no stop signs until you got to Harford Road.   After a very 
sharp right hand  turn,  he stayed with me and that is where I found out the MGA would go 
almost ninety miles an hour and when we got to the sharp turn I even touch my brakes to 
give the other driver some warning and I went around the turn at about 80 MPH. The new 
Michelin tire held and I used the entire width of the road but the Mustang did not slow 
down and I saw in my rear view mirror the Mustang did not make the turn.  So, when I got 
to the stop sign I turned around to make sure they were ok I drove back to them and they 
were ok but he now needs to call his Dad.  I gave him a couple of suggestions that would 
make easier to explain to his Dad and to the police if they came.  I left to go home.  So that 
is a recap of my first MG.  Many years and lots fun.  I traded it in on a Camaro in 1967 but 
another MG found its way into my life on my 40th birthday.  Wayne Norman found that one 
which I had until I moved to our current home, it is Chip Norman’s  MG now. 
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The MGs of Baltimore, Ltd Car Club has a video library  which offers D.Y.I. and other 
car related DVD’s for the  members to borrow.  Contact Larry Heaps to borrow them.
Below is a list of the videos.  Some are DVD, some are VHS at last count.

1. Body Repair – Triangle Productions
2. MG98 Convention – My Classic Car
3. MBG Video – Heritage Motoring Films
4. Paint Prep – Triangle Productions
5. Romance of Restoration – White Post Restoration
6. Rust Repair – Smart Body Shop Talk
7. Rust Repair – Triangle Productions
8. SU Carb Rebuild – Copy
9. Total MG Engine Rebuild – Dr. Doolins
10. Roadster Factory Summer Party ‘93
11. My Classic Car (2)
12. MG’s Across America Part One – History & Racing
13. MG’s Across America Part Two – Show, Passion, etc
14. Classic Car Interior Retrim
15. MGB V8 Power on a Shoestring Budget
16. Guide to MGB Maintenance – Trinity Production
17. MIG Welding – The Welding Institute
18. Patchwork & Metal Finishing – The Car Collector
19. Getting Started/Back on Track – The Collector Car
20. Shaping Alum by Hand
21. Gas Welding
22. Classic Marathon Competition Rally
23. Guide to MGB Maintenance No. 2 – Trinity Production
24. The MG Experience
25. The Story of the MG
26. MG Magic
27. Best of British MG
28. Inside the Octagon MG, 1921-1945
29. SU Carb Rebuild – Copy
30. Tour De France Auto
31. The Art of Buffing
32. Sheet Metal Fabrication 2002
33. Basic Techniques for Working Sheetmetal
34. Coffee with MGOB
35. Car Bodywork Repair by Welding
36. Color Sanding & Buffing
37. Working with Tubing – Covell
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Safety Fast
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Some oldies from overseas
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•10AM-3PM, field opens at 9:30AM

•$15 pre-registered by 9/8/2018,$20 day of

•Awards at 2:30

•Call Don Henderson (302) 331-3075 or email at 
donhenderson963@gmail.com

•More club information at www.bccdelaware.com

, , 1 ,
, 2 , 0 ,

, 	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO BCCD TO: SHARON KALINOWSKI, 800 WOODLAND AVE., 
WILMINGTON,DE 19808

NAME:____________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________ 

CITY:_________________________________ STATE:___________ ZIP______________ 

PHONE:______________________________

EMAIL:______________________________________________ 

MARQUE:_______________________MODEL:___________________________ YEAR:______________

Waiver of liability: Neither I nor my heirs will hold The British Car Club of Delaware or 
Delaware City liable for any damages to my passengers and I or my car/motorcycle while 
engaged in, traveling to or from this event. No refunds. No rain date.

Signature:______________________________________________________ 

Date:_____________________________

•Located in park like grounds of the 
Marina in Delaware City at the end of 
Clinton St.

•Dash plaque to first 75 entrants

•Awards by popular choice, classes to be 
determined by pre-registrant entries.

•Open to all years, makes, models British 
autos and motorbikes.
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23rd Annual 

 
Popular Vote Classes 

October 7, 2018 

~~~ Rain or Shine ~~~ 

Willoughby Farm, Middleburg, Virginia 

7397 Frogtown Road, Marshall, VA  20115 

Nestled midway between historic Marshall, and lovely Middleburg, deep in the rolling hills of Virginia's 
incomparable Hunt Country, lies Willoughby Farm, home of our host, Barbara Scott. 

In October the vista is an artist's palette of breath-taking color. This is the setting for the MG Car Club, Washington, 
D.C. Centre's Hunt Country ClassicBritish Vehicle Show. 

And, there's entertainment for everyone, from apple pressing for the kids, to hayrides for all to round out the day! 
Additional entertainment is provided by the Alexandria Pipers. Combine this with a delicious lunch, and you have 
the Hunt Country Classic experience...one without equal. 

This year we will be continuing the Prince of Wales class. All first place winners from the previous year will 
automatically be entered in the prestigious Prince of Wales class. There they will be judged, and the "best of the 
best" will win the coveted Prince of Wales award. 

Each year the Hunt Country Classic holds a silent auction, with the proceeds going to a charitable organization in 
the local area. Again this year we have selected the Middleburg Humane Foundation, a non-profit farm shelter for 
large and small animals located in Marshall, Virginia. It specializes in the rehabilitation of abused and neglected 
animals. Last year we raised more for MHF than in any year before. We hope to do even more this year! Learn more 
www.middleburghumane.com  

For more information go to: HuntCountryClassic@mgcarclubdc.com 
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       Hunt Country Classic  
Registration Form 

 

Note:  The liability waiver at the bottom of this form must be signed. 

Personal Information 

Name  _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Vehicles Entered 

Year / Marque / Model  __________________________________________________________________ 

Year / Marque / Model  __________________________________________________________________ 

Year / Marque / Model  __________________________________________________________________ 

 Qty  Type     Price         Total 
 ____  Early Registration (by 30 Sep)  $25.00   $ ________ 

 ____  Gate/Late Registration (after 30 Sep) $35.00   $ ________ 
 

Method of Payment 

Make checks payable to:  MG Car Club 

Mail to:  MG Car Club, PO Box 6321, Arlington, VA 22206 

� Visa  � MasterCard 

Credit Card # ________________________________  Expiration Date ________  Security Code_______ 

Signature as it appears on card  ____________________________________________________________ 

 
Waiver of Liability 

Neither I, my heirs, or assigns will hold the MG Car Club Washington D.C. Centre, Willoughby Farm, or Barbara Scott 
liable for damages done to me, my guests, vehicles or property while engaged in, or traveling to or from this event. 

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

*** This application cannot be accepted without a signature in this block. *** 
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Saturday, Oct. 6, 2018 

Sixth Annual

 
 

Held at 

The Market Common 
Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina 
 

sponsored by 

 

On Behalf of the Entire Grand Strand British Car 
Club, We Welcome You to Our Sixth Annual Car 
Show at The Market Common! In addition to all of the 
beautiful British cars, only 2 blocks away is The Market 
Common which boasts lots of shops, restaurants and a 
cinema so your weekend will be packed with fun for 
everyone! Please, register early and plan to stay the 
weekend to soak up all of the fun! 
 
The Grand Strand British Car Club’s Myrtle Beach 
Britfest will be held at The Market Common on the 
empty paved lot (behind the King Street Grille) bounded 
by Johnson and Hendrick Ave, and Iris and Hackler St. 
located just off Farrow Parkway between Highway 17 
Business and Highway 17 By-Pass. 
 

 
 
Driving on Highway 17 Business: 
Turn west onto Farrow Parkway, proceed 0.7 mile, turn 
right onto Johnson Ave. 
 
Driving on Highway 17 By-Pass: 
Exit onto Farrow Parkway, proceed east 2.7 miles, turn 
left on Johnson Ave. 
 
Dash Plaques will be given to all early registration 
entrants and will be available for some late and “day-of” 
registrations. 
 
Award Plaques or Trophies will be presented to 
winners in each Class with at least one entrant.   

Special Award for the “Best Picnic Presentation”. 
 
Ladies English Tea and Crumpets with “Best Hat” 
competition will take place during the show. 
 
Raffle Ticket proceeds will be contributed to Canine 
Angels Service Dogs, a nonprofit group that rescues 
dogs from shelters and trains them to become service 
dogs.  More information about the organization can be 
found at www.CanineAngelsServiceDogs.org. 
 
New This Year Will Be a 
Welcome Reception at 
Nacho Hippo located in 
The Market Common, 
1160 Farrow Pkwy., Friday 
night, October 5 from 6:00 
p.m. until 9:00 p.m. for $18 
per person.  Price includes 
taco and nacho bar, rice 
and black beans, white 
queso, pico de gallo and 
non-alcoholic drinks.  
Other adult berverages will 
be available for purchase. 
 
Special Room Rates are Available at DoubleTree 
Resort by Hilton Myrtle Beach Oceanfront (old 
Springmaid Beach Resort).  A block of standard guest 
rooms is being held until Sep. 5, 2018, at a special rate 
of $109 (plus taxes and $18.99 daily resort and 
destination fees). You can make reservations online at  
http://group.HiltonGardenInn.com/GrandStrandBritishCarClub. 
Or contact Hilton Reservations at (800) 770-6895 and 
reference group code “GSC”. 
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YOUR
ARTICLE
AND OR
PHOTOS
COULD

BE
RIGHT
HERE.



MGS OF BALTIMORE. OCTAGRAM Page �       19

SEPTEMBER
4 th  -  MGOB meeting,
15th  cars and tour of Vintage Restorations, Union Bridge 10 -3 
15th  Brits by the River, 
29th - MGs On The Rocks

OCTOBER
2nd  MGOB MEETING
5 & 6  37TH British Car Festival,  Waynesboro, VA.

 http://www.svbcc.net/carshow.html
7th Hunt Country Classic

NOVEMBER
6th  MGOB
6th  Election day

DECEMBER
4th  MGOB MEETING.

RANDY’S TECH SESSION AT 
THE AUGUST MEETING

Randy was on vacation.

New Members

Kate Culotta  MGTF

Chas & Pam Burke  ’78 MGB

CALENDAR

http://www.svbcc.net/carshow.html
http://www.svbcc.net/carshow.html
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