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 OCTAGRAM
APRIL   1, 2017

THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE MGs  OF BALTIMORE, MD

From El Presidente: 

Is it Spring yet? After one of the mildest February I can remember 
March has been a monster, snow, wind, ice and more wind. I sure 
hope April turns out to be nicer. The MGs of Baltimore have some 
events coming up in April that should be of interest. Our 40th 
Anniversary Brunch is set for Sunday, April 23 at the Mountain Branch Golf Club. We 
have 66 members that have signed up and paid. Sorry, but the cut-off date for this event 
was 3/31/17 and unless I received your check we are booked. 

On April 8th, Eric has the Rallye School planned. For more information and to 
sign up go to : http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org/27th-annual-get-dust-off-rallye/  
and don’t forget the 28t Annual “Get the Dust Off” Rallye is coming up on 
Sunday, May 7th  Information on this event can be found on the same MGOB web 
page. 

Finally, I want to encourage all of the members to attend the British Car events 
coming up this Spring and early Summer. Check the newsletter and our events 
page for a listing of upcoming events. While you are there spread the word 
about our club and the 38th Annual “MGs On the Rocks” schedule for Saturday, 
September 30th, 2017. See me for fliers if you can place them in cars (British 
Only).  

Richard Liddick

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org/27th-annual-get-dust-off-rallye/
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org/27th-annual-get-dust-off-rallye/
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FROM BOOM TP BUST: HISTORY OF THE MG ROVER PLANT AT LONGBRIDGE

November 4, 1905: Berkshire-born engineer Herbert Austin discovers a small derelict 
printing works at Longbridge, while driving round Birmingham looking for a site on 
which to set up a car-making business. He buys it, friends come forward with financial 
help and the Austin Motor Company is born. 

March 1906: The first Austin car is produced, priced £650. 

1908: Nearly 1,000 workers are employed at the Longbridge car plant. 

February 1914: The Austin Motor Company is changed to public ownership. 

First World War (1914-18): Munitions, not cars, are produced at Longbridge. Eight 
million shells, 650 guns, 2,000 aeroplanes, 2,500 aero engines and 2,000 trucks are 
produced. 

Workers are pictured at the Rover factory in Longbridge in 1986. During the 1980s, the plant employed 
25,000 workers. During that time the factory produced models including the Austin Metro and Rover 200-
series 

By 1917: The factory has trebled in size. The number of employees, many of them 
women, rises to more than 22,000 during the peak years of production during the war. 

Second World War (1939-45): Car production is largely abandoned and armour-
piercing ammunition, steel boxes, jerrycans, mines, depth charges and helmets 
produced. Parts for tanks are produced, plus nearly 3,000 planes. 

1956: Austin is combined with the Morris Motor Company to become BMC. 

1970s: Production at the factory is crippled by strikes with which Derek Robinson, or 
'Red Robbo' as he was dubbed by the media, became synonymous. 

1980s: Longbridge produces models such as the Austin Metro and Rover 200-series 
which helps to keep BL, now called the Austin Rover Group, afloat. 

1994: BMW purchases Rover Group and re-launches MG sportscar models RV8 and 
MGF. 

continued on next page
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May 2000: Factory sold to the Phoenix Consortium in a management buyout. Financial 
commentators claim the plant is not modern enough and will run out of money within a 
few years. 

April 2005: The Phoenix Consortium put MG Rover group into administration and the 
factory's 6,000 workers are asked to go home. Later that month the MG Rover group 
goes into receivership. 

July 2005: Chinese automobile corporation Nanjing Automotive buys MG Rover with the 
hope of re-starting car production at Longbridge by 2007. 

July 2006: Nanjing Automotive announces plans to start limited production of the MGF 
sports car at the factory and that around 250 workers could initially be employed on the 
project. 

12 www.mgtoronto.com Octagon | Spring | 2017
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CLUB INFORMATION 

MGs of Baltimore Affiliations
North American MGB Register      North American MGA Register

American MGB Association    MG Car Club UK  MG Owner’s Club UK

MEMBERSHIP
Submit changes in address etc to

 Kathy McHenry     5237 Glen Arm Road E.
Glen Arm, MD  21057      410-817-6862   

themgbabe@comcast.net

Officers and 
Chairpersons

President - Richard Liddick 
410-817-6862
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

1st Vice Presi - Ken Olszewski
410-893-1661
 KENMGOB@comcast.net

2nd Vice Pres- Mike Lutz 
410-592-8610         
 MGTLUTZ@Comcast.net

Treasurer  - Randy Kegg
410-592-3733       
RANDELL_KEGG@msn.com

Secretary  - Tracy Trobridge
410-489-7474 
tracy21794@yahoo.com

Newsletter - Roger Marshall 
410-747-3586
S10Blazer@aol.com

Membership - Kathy McHenry
410-817-6862
themgbabe@comcast.net
 
Rally Master  - Eric Salminen
443-463-3071      
mgobrallymaster@gmail.com

MGs  On the Rocks - Jack Long
410-420-1385
unionjackparts@gmail.com

Tool Meister  - Randy Kegg 
410-592-3733
RANDELL_KEGG@msn.com
                   
Web Master -  Richard Liddick
410-817-6862           
RGL2MGBGT@aol.com

TECH SESSION
Randy handed out papers showing wiring colors 
and parts they feed on MGs.  He discussed 
fuses, solenoids, faults and improvements to 
electrics.

New Members
No new members to report this month.

DISCLAIMER
The OCTAGRAM is published monthly by the MGs of Baltimore car club.  Opinions expressed 

herein are not necessarily those of the Club, Club officers, or the newsletter staff. Technical 
information is believed to be accurate.  However, any repairs or mechanical advice is attempted at 
the readers own risk.  The Club, officers, or staff will not be responsible for any misinterpreted or 

incorrect technical information. 
Articles appearing herein may be used by other other car clubs or organization in their own 

newsletters,providing appropriate credit and recognition of the source is given.*
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MECHANIC’S HOOD 

APRIL    4th - MGOB meeting.         APRIL    4th - MGOB meeting.                      
                      22nd The Williamsburg  British Car Club British and European Car Show  flier.                            
                      30th     Capital Triumph Register 10th  Britain on the Green    flier      

MAY     2nd - MGOB meeting,       7th, Get the Dust off . flier               
13th - Clustered Spires Brit Car Show & Celtic Fest. Mt Airy MD  see flier.              
 17th - 19th - Carlisle Import & Performance Nationals.Carlisle PA

JUNE    6th - MGOB meeting——                                                              
4th,  ORIGINAL BRITISH CAR DAY   at . Lilypons Water Gardens. flier          

                      4th, Red Mill Brit Car Day,  flier.                                                                     
10th- LANCO     Britfest 2017 MD POLO GROUNDS, 

JULY    4th - MGOB meeting     NOTE THE DATE !                                
9th  British Invade Gettysburg  - see flier

AUG.   1st - MGOB meeting. 

SEPT.   5th - MGOB meeting,        30th - MGs On The Rock            
16th  Brit Car Club of Delaware Brits by the River  flier

OCT.     3rd - MGOB meeting. 

NOV.     7th - MGOB meeting.   22nd Williamsburg British Car Club  

DEC.     5TH - MGOB meeting.       

MGOB CLUB CALENDAR

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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Washington D.C. Region SCCA 
and 

The MGs of Baltimore, Ltd. 
Present the 28th Running of the  

GET THE DUST OFF  
RALLYE 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 
First car off at 11:31 a.m.   

Dedicated to the memory of Richard W. Murphy 

$30 per car to April 28th - $35 per car afterwards  
To register complete the entry form below and mail it with a check payable to “MGs of Baltimore, Ltd.” 

SEND TO: Dennis Blevins, 1213 River Road, Quarryville, PA 17566 (lucas2mg@yahoo.com) 
Driver: _____________________ Navigator:   _______________________________ 
Address: _____________________ Address:  _______________________________ 
City/St/Zip_____________________ City/St/Zip  _______________________________ 
Phone: _____________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
e-mail: _____________________ e-mail: _______________________________ 
 

SCCA region:_________ Member#________ SCCA region ___________ Member #___________ 
 

Vehicle information: Make: ________________ Model: ________________ Year: __________ Color: ________________ 
 

Member: MGOB? ____ TRAC? ____ SCCA/Branded Rally? ____ Other: _____________________________ 
 

Class: Select one!   (SCCA Novice class – 6 or less total rallies run by driver or navigator) 
Vintage __ Historic I __ Historic II __  S.O.P. ___      SCCA –Equipped ___ -Limited ____ -Stock ____ -Novice ____ 

(Classes may be combined at the rallymaster’s discretion for competitive purposes.) 
 

I herby warrant that the entered vehicle is on the road legally, is being used by the entrant with the owner’s permission and is covered by liability insurance 
of not less than $20,000/$40,000/$15,000 or the minimum requirements in the state of registry, whichever is higher. 
 

Driver signature: ______________________________________   Navigator signature: _________________________________________________ 

All vehicles must have no more than 2 people in the car. If a minor (less than 18 years old) is to participate you must contact 
us in advance to secure a minor release form which requires the signature of both parents. 

 

 

This will be a straight-forward Time-Speed-Distance Monte Carlo style rally of approximately 60 competitive miles. No un-
paved sections. Timing will be scored to one-one hundredth of a minute (.01). All vehicles welcome. Classes will be provided 
for Vintage (pre-1960), Historic I (1960’s), Historic II (1970-1981), Seat-of-the-Pants (let’s not get too serious about this and 
have fun), and SCCA competitive classes - Stock, Limited, Equipped, and Novice. Awards will be based on number of entrants 
per class. Very nice trophies including $100 winery gift certificate to the MGs of Baltimore team with the best score.  
START:  Mariner Point Park, 100 Kearney Drive, Joppa, MD. 21085 (1-3/4 miles south on Joppa Farm Rd. from US 40 
(Pulaski Hwy) to Kearney Drive. Right onto Kearney Drive, 1/2 mile to park) 
REGISTRATION: Opens at 10:30 am. Drivers’ meeting at 11:00. Please plan to arrive early. 
FINISH: Dejon Vineyards,  5300 Hydes Rd.,  Hydes, MD. www.dejonvineyard.com.  Bring along your picnic basket lunch 
and tailgating supplies. Food also available for purchase on site from Paul's Pork & Prime . Wine tasting will be provided for 
entrants (MGOB hand stamp required). 

Contact Rallymaster Eric Salminen at (443-463-3071) or mgobrallymaster@gmail.com  for additional rally information. 
 
 

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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                              1970 MGBGT    $9200 (near offer considered) 

Well restored car with West coast history. Low miles on rebuilt engine 
and OVERDRIVE transmission. Fitted with wire wheels a Michelin tyres. 
Interior covered with Dynamat sound proofing prior to refitting. Very 
nice paintwork, new rubber fitted on reassembly. Runs and drives 
100%. Shows quite well. This is a great road car ready for touring.  

Alan Tucker     actucker@centurylink.net 

FOR SALE

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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1972 MGB Roadster, 60,400 original miles, $7200 (near offer 
considered) 

Resprayed 2009, all new rubber fitted during reassembly. Spax 
adjustable front shock conversion with ¾” sway bar. Miata seats, 
Mountney 14” 4 spoke steering wheel, Weber 32/36 carb, Monza 
header and sport exhaust, “special tuning” front valance, Parish 
plastics hard top, etc. New clutch fitted Jan/2017. This is a well 
sorted example with proper panel gaps that shows quite well.  

                  Alan Tucker       actucker@centurylink.net

MGOB assumes no 
responsibility for quality or 
condition of merchandise listed 
herein. All transactions resulting 
from listings are strictly 
between buyer and seller.

mailto:actucker@centurylink.net
mailto:actucker@centurylink.net
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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68-74 MGB engine, 1875CC (will fit 75-80 with front engine plate 
change)  

Fresh bottom end, decked 18V block, .010”/.010” 18GH crank, .060” 
bore with NOS Hepolite pistons on 18GH rods (floating wristpins), fully 
balanced, new Chambers “BL3” cam, new APT tappets, new tri-metal 
King bearings, new oil pump, timing chain, Gaco seals, Payne gaskets, 
etc. Fitted with aluminum crossflow cylinder head, high lift roller 
rockers, T6061 valve spring retainers, alloy valve cover with matching 
breather box, lightened and balanced flywheel with 8” clutch (stock is 
7.5”).  Includes SU manifold, carbs additional (HIF6 or HS6 available). 
Also includes plastic fan blade, 43D distributor w/Pertronix and misc 
ancillaries. This is a lot of motor, hot rodded in the true “British” 
fashion.  $5500 with 1 year warranty. 

                  Alan tucker   actucker@centurylink.net

mailto:actucker@centurylink.net
mailto:actucker@centurylink.net
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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6th Annual 

British Car Show 
at the 

MID-MARYLAND Celtic Festival 
 

 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 
10 am to 4 pm 

Mt. Airy Fire Department Fairgrounds 
1003 Twin Arch Road 

Mt. Airy, MD 21771 
 

CAR SHOW INFORMATION 
� Open to all British marques; No age limitations! 
� $10 Car Show Registration (to be donated to charity) 
� 2 FREE Adult Festival Admission for each British car registered 
� Dash plaques for first 50 entries 

 

REGISTRATION DAY OF SHOW ONLY!  
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
DON DEAN 301-663-8591 

csbcc2008@live.com 
 

CAR SHOW SPECTATORS 
FREE Admission to CAR SHOW 

FREE Parking  

MID-MARYLAND CELTIC FESTIVAL 
9 am to 6 pm 

Admission $20 at gate ($15 advance on-line) 
Kids 12 and under FREE 

Well behaved dogs with responsible owners are welcome. 

HOSTED BY 
St Andrews Society of Mid-Maryland 

http://www.sasmm.com/ 

Clustered Spires British Car Club  

http://www.clusteredspiresbcc.com/ 
 

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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20th Annual Britain on the Green
April 30, 2017 

The Capital Triumph Register is proud to announce that the 20th Annual Britain on the Green (BOG) will 
be held at historic Gunston Hall, the colonial home of patriot George Mason, on April 30, 2017.  BOG, 
which welcomes all British cars and motorcycles. is now well-established as one of the premier all-British 
shows in the metropolitan DC area. 
  
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend as we expect this year to be the best ever!  In addition to 
hundreds of beautiful British vehicles on display, we'll have live music, a Food Truck Alley, a sponsor/
vendor Midway for your automotive needs, activities for children, and tours of the Gunston Hall mansion 
and gardens for participants and spectators. 

Participant's Choice honors will be awarded in 25 or more classes of British cars and motorcycles.  There 
will also be a number of special awards including Best Resto-Mod, Best Survivor. Best Display, and of 
course, Best of Show.  Finally, we will have a special 20th Anniversary Award and Hagerty Youth Judging.  

So please plan on joining us on April 30th for the 20th Annual Britain on the Green.   It is a great day to 
bring out your car, celebrate the arrival of spring, and kick off the British car show and driving season with 
friends, family, and fellow enthusiasts. 

Online pre-registration is scheduled to open on February 15th.  Remember, pre-registration speeds your 
entry, ensures your place on the show field, and determines classes and awards.  In addition, pre-registrants 
receive the collectable 20th Anniversary show poster by famed artist Joseph Craig English.  All for $25, a 
savings of $10 from Day-of registration.  

Further information on Britain on the Green can be found at:   
http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/ 

Date/Time: April 30, 2017   9:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
Location:  Gunston Hall     10709 Gunston Road    Lorton, VA 22079     http://www.gunstonhall.org/ 
Sponsored by:  Capital Triumph Register       http://capitaltriumphregister.com/ 
Britain on the Green 2017 website:      http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/ 
Capital Triumph Register contact:    John Buescher   4519 North 19th Street   Arlington, VA 22207 
703-522-6571     bog@capitaltriumphregister.com 
BOG Show Car Registration Prices:   Pre-registration received by April 16, 2017:  $25 per car  
Registration after April 16, 2017:  $35 per car 
BOG Spectator Admission Prices:     Adults:  $10     Children 6-18:  $5     Children under 6:  free  
Family of 5 (2 adults, 3 children):  $25 

http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/
http://www.gunstonhall.org/
http://capitaltriumphregister.com/
http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/
mailto:bog@capitaltriumphregister.com
http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/
http://www.gunstonhall.org/
http://capitaltriumphregister.com/
http://www.capitaltriumphregister.com/bog/
mailto:bog@capitaltriumphregister.com
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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US$23 – US$35
REGISTER

The Original British Car Day 2017
40th Anniversary Car Show

Sunday, June 4th, 2017 - 8:00 am until 4:00 pm

Sponsored by:
The Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG “T” 

Register

FEATURING: 
Antique, Classic & New British Car & Motorcycle Displays 
& Flea Market
This year’s Featured Marque is the Jaguar!
Show field opens at 8:00 am; Voting closes at 1:00 pm
Vehicles will be allowed to enter the field until show end but 
latecomers will not be eligible for an award.
The Ballot Box will be located at the Chesapeake Chapter 
Hospitality Tent.
LOCATION
Lilypons Water Gardens DATE AND TIME
Sun 4 June 2017 08:00 – 16:00 EDT
6800 Lily Pons Road
Adamstown, MD 21710

See their web site and you can register online.  Look for the green “Register”

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________ E-Mail ___________________________ 
 

Club Affiliation _____________________ Car/Bike Make-Model-Year__________________________ 
        

I/We agree to hold harmless the LANCO MG CLUB and/or The Outlets at Gettysburg for any damages to my 
vehicle or person(s) while participating in this event. 

X _________________________________ (Driver Signature) X __________________________(Passenger Signature) 

 
 

For Directions go to: www.lancomgclub.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

To receive the Gettysburg Travel Planner in the mail  
I need the Pre-Registration by June 17th  

     Make checks payable to: LANCO MG CLUB 
Mail to:  Bob Arlotto 

20 Lake Meade Drive 
East Berlin, PA 17316 

Questions contact Bob Arlotto at 717-259-6324 
E-Mail lancobig@gmail.com 

The Event Supports: 
Local Charities and 

 

 
 

Sunday, July 9th 2017 
9:00am 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am ––––    1:00pm1:00pm1:00pm1:00pm    

(Rain (Rain (Rain (Rain or Shine)or Shine)or Shine)or Shine)    
    

Open to all British cars and 
Motorcycles. 

Dash plaques to the first 250. 

Venue 

 
 

Bargain Shopping at Over 
70 Outlet Stores 

 

Pre-Registration Fee: $10.00 ($15.00 Day of Show) 
 

British Motorcar and Motorcycle Show  

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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•10AM-3PM, field opens at 9:30AM
•$15 pre-registered, $20 day of show, deadline 
9/9/2017   
•Awards at 2:30
•For questions call Don at (302)331-3075
•e-mail for information at 
dhenderson@wildblue.net

•More info at: bccdelaware.com
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SEND CHECK PAYABLE TO BCCD TO: SHARON KALINOWSKI, 800 WOODLAND AVE., 
WILMINGTON,DE 19808

NAME:____________________________________ 
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________ 
CITY:_________________________________ STATE:___________ ZIP______________ 
PHONE:______________________________ 
EMAIL:______________________________________________CAR 
MARQUE:________________________ MODEL:___________________________ YEAR:______________

Waiver of liability: Neither I nor my heirs will hold The British Car Club of Delaware or 
Delaware City liable for any damages to my passengers and I or my car/motorcycle while 
engaged in, traveling to or from this event. No refunds. No rain date.

•Located in park like grounds of the 
Marina in Delaware City at the end of 
Clinton St.

•Dash plaque to first 75 entrants

•Awards by popular choice, classes to be 
determined by pre-registrant entries.

•Open to all years, makes, models British 
autos and motorbikes.

•NEW Separate car corral for selling 
vehicles, no awards.

        
        FEATURE MARQUE

     SUNBEAM

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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The only MEMBER-RUN organization 
for MGB, MGC, Midget,1100/1300 and 

Post Abingdon Car owners.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $30 ($45 overseas)

• Dash plaque • Membership card • Window decal  
• Six bi-monthly issues of The MG Driver,  

a 68-page informative magazine.
• Annual national convention – a four-day MG party!

North American MGB Register
PO BOX 876 • Downers Grove, IL 60515-0876 

Toll-free phone: 800-NAMGBR-1
www.namgbr.org

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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MGOB has a collection of video tapes and DVDshowing the viewer how to to a 

number of things related to our cars.  With all the videos available online, not many 
people have asked to check out our free videos and there was some discussion at the 

March 7 meeting about what to do with that collection.   Some suggestions were to 
use them as door prizes at Rocks, etc. continue holding them for member’s use.    

I will offer to collect suggestions from members as to what to do about the collection.    
If you have a suggestion, please send it to me at  S10Blazer@aol.com.   I will compile 

the suggestions and forward those to the Board of Directors.           Roger Marshall

mailto:S10Blazer@aol.com
mailto:S10Blazer@aol.com
http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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Engine Stand (2)

Engine lift with tilt device (2)

Whitworth wrenches

Whitworth sockets

Whitworth thread file

MGB Kingpin Reamer

Sandblaster (Suction from a bucket type)

Rostyle Wheel Paint Mask  (MGB)

Midget Kingpin reamer

SU Carb Throttle shaft reamer for MG 
T,A, B carbs

SU Carb Throttle shaft reamer for Midget 
carbs

Click Type Torque Wrench 0-150 ft-lb.
Standard 1/2″ Socket set

Hub Puller

Rear Hub sockets for MGA and early and 
late MGB

Harmonic balancer puller

Camshaft Degree wheel with TDC
finder, etc.

Timing light

Dwell/Tach Meter

Differential flange removal tool

Brake line bender – tubing cutter – 
bubble type flaring tools

Slide Hammer for bushings, bearing 
caps, and axle extraction

Lift-A-Dot Upholstery punch tool

SU Carb Synchronizer

Pickle Fork for Tie Rod ends

MGB Clutch Alignment Tool

Front Suspension Toe-In Adjustment 
Tool

Ken talked about some paint 
he had mixed for his car.  Thls 
is what he sent me re: the 
place where he had it done.

<<<<<<<< ———————

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org
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MGs of BALTIMORE    Membership Form

http://www.mgsofbaltimore.org

